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Oodee is pleased to announce the release of our latest publication:
The ‘House Project’ by Roger Ballen and Didi Bozzini.

The House project is a unique collaboration between photographer Roger Ballen and
writer Didi Bozzini. This book looks back at Roger Ballen’s career through the house as
a metaphor for the mind.

“The mind is like a house and the house is like the mind. One can move from the basement
to the attic by climbing stairs in the house or by a corresponding state whereby one moves
from the deeper untouched consciousness to a place that is linked with the ethereal.”

— Roger Ballen

“*The House project’ grows out of a desire to look at Roger Ballen’s work from the specific
angle of certain conceptual aspects which are most conspicuously recurrent, like his
fascination with the depths of the subconscious, with the sense of the absurd, or with
exploring a world on the fringes of society and of rationality.

The nature of his personal path as an artist, which unquestionably points to an aesthetic
canon, but at the same time is essentially tied to existential concerns, would seem to justify
an approach that moves away from the historical perspective, favouring a psychological
one, and with it, evoking the possible literary or philosophical references in his works.

And so, drawing inspiration from Jung’s analytical insights into the symbolic imagination
and Bachelard'’s reflections on the material imaginary and the poetics of space, so close
to Ballen’s creative world, the basic framework of this project emerged.

Working from the metaphor of the mind as house, which both these thinkers share,

we attempted to organize an anthology in which the photographs, regardless of date,
would follow an ascending course, guiding the viewer along a path of association based
on analogies between images, from darkness to light, from cellar to attic.

— Didi Bozzini (Extract from the book ‘The House project’)

For press information and images please contact press@oodee.net



Press Release — oodee books July 2015

43 photographs

108 pages

25.5x 32 cm

Include 30 previously unpublished photographs

Book launch during Paris Photo
Out in November 2015

ISBN 978-0-9570389-74

£47/€67/%73
Author’s biography About oodee
Roger Ballen Based in London and Paris, oodee is an
is an American-born photographer who independent publishing house working closely
has lived and worked in South Africa since with establish and emerging photographers
the 1970s. His previous award-winning books and dedicate on designing and printing unique
include Asylum of the Birds (2014), Boarding contemporary photography books.
House (2009), Shadow Chamber (2005),
Outland (2001)and Platteland (1994). Founded in 2011, oodee is led by Creative
Roger Ballen’s photographs are collected Director Damien Poulain. With more than ten
by some of the most important institutions years of experience, including award-winning
in the world and he has won numerous photography books designs, some of oodee'’s
prestigious awards in photography titles are part of Martin Parr & Gerry Badger
and filmmaking. historic volume ‘The Photobook: A History
Volume II'.

www.rogerballen.com
oodee promotes the work of young female

Didi Bozzini photographers internationally through its
is a curator, critic and writer based in POV Female series and collaborate and
Parma, Italy. publishes the work of photographers such as

Pieter Hugo, Charlotte Dumas, Viviane Sassen
and Roger Ballen

www.oodee.net

oodee info@oodee.net

The print House, Studio 3 Tel. +44 (0)793 1943 054
18 Ashwin Street, London E8 3DL
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